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RS3030: Mapping Religious Diversity [in Murfreesboro] 
Spring 2014 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:20am – 12:45am 
JUB 202 

 

Dr. Rebekka King 
Assistant Professor 
Email: rebekka.king@mtsu.edu 
Phone: 615-494-8987 
Office: 304B James Union Building, Philosophy Department 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2:00pm – 4:00pm, or, by appointment 
 
 
 
Course Description 
 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee is the fastest growing metropolitan area in the state (and one of the fastest in the 
nation). In the context of this rapid change, this course considers religious sites and spaces of meaning-
making in our own backyard by investigating both historical materials and current trends. Our project seeks 
to determine how local trends reflect, or divert from, national ones and to understand the cultural roles that 
religious institutions play within local communities. In this course, students will conduct site visits to local 
religious sites and engage in fieldwork methods (participant observation, review of primary and secondary 
literature, archival and online research, interviews). The intention of the site visits is not to report on a 
particular group in isolation, but rather to examine large-scale trends involving religion in a general sense. Our 
attention will be focused especially on theories about religious identity formulation, material cultures and 
congregational dynamics. 
 
The logic of this course follows a seminar style model and adopts a learner-centered teaching methodology. 
This means that rather than listening to lectures, students are expected to participate actively in each class and 
to shape the direction of their own learning experience. The assignments will be (in part) determined and 
evaluated by the students themselves and the final paper project will be crafted to meet the needs of each 
particular student's learning goals. 
 
 
Required Texts 
 
Jim Spickard, Shawn Landres and Meredith B. McGuire (Eds.). Personal Knowledge and Beyond: Reshaping the 
Ethnography of Religion (New York: New York University Press, 2002). ISBN-13: 978-0814798034. 
 
Christopher P. Scheitle and Roger Finke. Places of Faith: A Road Trip across America's Religious Landscape (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2012). ISBN-13: 978-0199791521. 
 
Thomas Tweed. Crossing and Dwelling: A Theory of Religion (Malden, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006). 
ISBN-13: 978-0674027640 (Note: this text is also available online through the James Walker Library website). 
 
All other required readings (see syllabus) will be posted on Direct 2 Learn (https://elearn.mtsu.edu/). Please 
bring these readings with you to class. Please notify me immediately if there are any problems with the pdf 
files. If you object to printing these readings because of environmental or economic concerns, take extensive 
notes (with quotes and page numbers) to bring with you to class. If you experience difficulty with D2L please 
contact the MTSU Helpdesk at 615-898-5345 or help@mtsu.edu 



2 

 

Expectations, Policies, and Common Courtesy 
 
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes. Should you miss a class you are responsible to find 
out what you missed from one of your colleagues in the class; Prof. King will not provide notes or an 
overview. Absence from more than one class will adversely affect a student’s grade. 
 
Punctuality: Please arrive on time and plan to remain for the entire class. Unless you become ill, do not begin 
packing up your books because this is distracting to everyone. If you know in advance that you cannot stay 
for the entire class, please sit next to the door and exit quietly. Students who regularly arrive late to class will 
have points deducted from their participation grade. 
 
Courtesy in Class: Other than to respond to or ask a question, please do not converse during lectures (even 
quiet whispering is distracting and disrespectful of your fellow students and your professor). Please turn off 
(or silence) all cell phones before the class begins. Students who plan to spend the lecture time checking 
email, facebook or texting are invited to sit at the back of the classroom or leave. Students are encouraged to 
limit their use of technology in the classroom and to take notes ‘the old fashioned way’ with a pen and paper. 
Studies have shown that overall the use of computers and other fancy technological gadgets distracts students 
and alienates them from their learning environment. 
 
Email, D2L and Other Online Communication: Students are expected to write courteously and clearly (no 
text-messaging abbreviations or slang). All individual communication with the professor should be through 
her mtsu.edu email address (I do not respond to messages sent through D2L or facebook). Always use your 
mtsu.edu email address and always include an appropriate summary of the email topic along with the course 
code in the subject line. Once I have received an email from a student I will gage the urgency of the email and 
reply appropriately. In general, I keep regular business hours and you can expect a reply within two business 
days. 
 
Discussing Grades: You are welcome to discuss your grades with Prof. King a minimum of 24 hours after 
you have received work back. Please note that I put a great deal of effort into grading fairly and consistently. 
Mistakes in calculation do happen, but generally speaking, I take pride in grading well. This means that you 
must consider very carefully any urge you have to seek to change a grade. Do not think that “it never hurts to 
ask,” as in this case, your request is, in fact, an affront to my academic integrity. If, however, you feel that a 
genuine mistake has been made or you wish an explanation for the grade you have received, you are always 
welcome to make an appointment or drop in to office hours. You can expect a two week turnaround from 
the date that you submit a paper or assignment to the date that it will be returned. I will not return 
assignments electronically, you must come to class to pick up assignments or make an appointment with me. 
 
Policy on Late Work and Extensions: All assignments are due at the beginning of class (any assignment 
handed in after the class has commenced will have 10 percent deducted from their mark). All late assignments 
will be penalized an additional 2 percent per day (including weekends). If you have a problem with the due 
date, please see Prof. King in advance (two weeks). If there is an emergency, I will be understanding. Students 
who miss an assignment due to illness must present me with a formal letter of petition and a doctor's note. In 
the case of a death in your family, documentation (such as an obituary) must be presented. When work is 
submitted late (even with a valid excuse), I reserve the right to return the assignment to the student with only 
the grade and no additional comments or suggestions. 
 
Finally, we live in a technological age and, unless a student was born yesterday,1 he or she is aware that 
technology has the potential to fail and that the likelihood of such an event doubles the night before a paper 
is due. With this in mind, students are encouraged to backup assignments regularly; computer failure and 
other technological mishaps do not qualify for an extension. 

                                                           
1 Students born yesterday are not permitted to enroll in RS 3030. 
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MTSU’s Academic Misconduct Policy 
 
Academic Misconduct: plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, or facilitating any such act. 
 
Plagiarism. The adoption or reproduction of ideas, words, statements, images, or works of another person as 
one’s own without proper acknowledgment. By placing one’s name on work submitted for credit, the student 
certifies the originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. On written 
assignments, if verbatim statements are included, the statements must be enclosed by quotation marks or set 
off from regular text as indented extracts. 
 
A student can avoid being charged with plagiarism by acknowledging sources used. Sources must be 
acknowledged whenever: 

a) one quotes another person’s actual words or replicates all or part of another’s product;  
b) one uses another person’s ideas, opinions, work, data, or theories, even if they are completely 

paraphrased in one’s own words; 
c) one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative materials – unless the information is common 

knowledge. 
 

Unauthorized collaboration with others on papers or projects can inadvertently lead to a charge of plagiarism. 
If in doubt, consult your instructor in advance. In addition, it is considered to be plagiarism when you submit 
as your own any academic exercise (for example, written work) prepared totally or in part by another. 
 
Plagiarism also includes submitting work in which portions were substantially produced by someone acting as 
a tutor or editor. 
 
Cheating. Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in an academic 
exercise. The term academic exercise includes all forms of work submitted for credit or hours. Cheating is an 
act of deception by which a student misrepresents or misleadingly demonstrates that he or she has mastered 
information on an academic exercise that he or she has not mastered, including the giving or receiving of 
unauthorized help in an academic exercise. 
 
Fabrication. The intentional use of information that the author has invented when he or she states or implies 
otherwise, or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive. Examples include, citing 
information not taken from the source indicated; listing sources in a reference not used in the academic 
exercise; inventing data or source information for research or other academic exercise. 
 
Facilitation. Helping or attempting to help another to violate a provision of the institutional code of academic 
misconduct. 
 
Examples include, but are not limited to: 

a) Letting another individual copy your homework, test answer, etc. 
b) Giving your assignment, paper, homework, etc. to another student for any reason without 

permission of the instructor. 
c) Giving test questions to another individual that has not yet taken the exam. 

 
Any student suspected of committing academic misconduct will be required to meet with me to discuss the situation. Your name 
will also be forwarded to the Assistant Dean of Judicial Affairs and Mediation Services for possible disciplinary action. If you 
are found responsible of committing an act of academic misconduct, you will receive an automatic “F” for this course. 
 
For more on MTSU’s academic integrity policy, see the MTSU Academic Integrity Brochure Handout on 
D2L and the Judicial Affairs website (www.mtsu.edu/~judaff). All information above is copied from the 
MTSU Academic Integrity Brochure. 
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Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
 
ADA accommodation requests (temporary or permanent) are determined only by Disabled Students Services. 
Students are responsible for contacting the Disabled Students Services Office at 615.898.2783 to obtain ADA 
accommodations and for providing the instructor with the accommodation letter from Disabled Student 
Services. 
 
 
Mobility 
 
Mobility issues affect us all to varying degrees, and if any students feel they are incapable of carrying out the 
practical component of any of the assignments and/or fieldtrips, please contact me to discuss a workable 
alternative. 
 
 
Course Requirements and Assessment 
 
This course is designed to foster participation and dialogue. It is my hope that in this course you will learn a 
much about the learning process as you do about the subject matter. With this in mind, the course adopts 
what is known as a "learner centered" pedagogy. You will be expected to be an active participant in your own 
learning experience, as well as that of the other students in the class. You will also be given a fair amount of 
choice when it comes to assignments.  
 
1 - 20% for class attendance, participation, general engagement and questions for discussion.  
 
This includes class attendance, participation and general engagement. Online discussion opportunities (via 
facebook) will be set up for students to augment their participation and involvement in class.  
 
In addition to general participation, engagement and attendance, students will also be required to bring to 
each class a short summary or notes on the assigned reading along with 2-3 questions for discussion. I will 
collect these questions and your notes which will go towards half of your overall participation grade. 
 
2 – 10% for CITI training module. 
 
This module will be completed in class (March 4th and March 6th). Students who are absent will be required to 
make up this portion of the class on their own. This assignment is an essential component of the rest of the 
class. Students who do not complete it will automatically receive a grade zero on all other assignments. 
 
2 – 40% for Field Reports (4 total: 10% each). 
 
Students will work in pairs to complete field site visits at four different religious sites in Murfreesboro (the 
historic downtown area, newer developments, a non-Christian site, a non-religious site). Further details 
concerning the field reports will be distributed in class. 
 
Due: February 13th / February 27th / March 20th / April 17th  
 
3 – 30% for Final Paper (Due: April 29th). 
 
Students will conduct research on a particular religious site in Murfreesboro. More details will be provided in 
class. Students who would like to conduct interviews as part of this paper will need to complete an ethics 
review application. This is an extremely lengthy process so you will need to begin to prepare for it within the 
first few weeks of class. 
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Grading Scale 
 

A  93% or above  C+  73% to 77.9%  D+  58% to 62.9% 

B+  88% to 92.9%  C  68% to 72.9%  D  54% to 57.9% 

B  83% to 87.9%  C-  63% to 67.9%  D-  50% to 53.9% 

B-  78% to 82.9%      F  49.9% or below 
 
 
Schedule and Readings 
 
 
Week 1 - Introductions  
 
Thursday, January 16th 

 Introductions and Class Discussion (Syllabus, Assignments, etc.) 
 
 
Week 2 - Setting the Stage: Ethnography and Scholars of America Religions 
 
Tuesday, January 21st  

 James V. Spickard and J. Shawn Landres "Introduction: Wither Ethnography? Transforming the 
Social-Scientific Study of Religion" pp. 1-14 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 Christopher P. Scheitle and Finke, "Introduction" pp. 3-9 in Places of Faith. 
 

Thursday, January 23rd 

 Thomas Tweed, "Itineraries: Locating Theories and Theorists" pp. 1-28 in Crossing and Dwelling. 

 Jonathan Z. Smith, "Religion, Religions, Religious" (D2L). 
 
 
Week 3 - Locating Murfreesboro 
 
Tuesday, January 28th 

 Christopher P. Scheitle and Roger Finke, "Memphis, Tennessee" pp. 11-36 in Places of Faith. 

 James C. Cobb, "Introduction" pp. 1-8 in Away Down South: A History of Southern Identity (D2L). 
 
Thursday, January 30th 

 Michel de Certeau "Walking in the City" pp. 91-110 in The Practice of Everyday Life (D2L). 

 Class Fieldtrip to downtown Murfreesboro (meet at JUB back parking lot at 11:20am or City Hall 
Bible at 11:30am). 

 
 
Week 4 - Doing Ethnography I 
 
Tuesday, February, 4th 

 Thomas Tweed, "Between the Living and the Dead: Fieldwork, History, and the Interpreter's 
Position" pp. 63-74 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 Simon Coleman, "But Are they Really Christian?: Contesting Knowledge and Identity in and out of 
the Field" pp. 75-87 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond.  
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Thursday, February 6th 

 Janet L. Jacobs, "Transitional Identities: Self, Other and Ethnographic Process" pp. 88-99 in Personal 
Knowledge and Beyond. 

 Rebekka King, "Introduction – Believers in Exile: Locating the Dislocated" pp. 1-44 in The New 
Heretics: Popular Theology, Progressive Christianity and Protestant Language Ideologies (D2L). 
 

 
Week 5 - Observations I 
 
Tuesday, February 11th  

 Thomas Tweed, "Boundaries: Constitutive Terms, Orienting Tropes and Exegetical Fussiness" pp. 
29-53 in Crossing and Dwelling. 

 Thomas Tweed, "Confluence: Toward a Theory of Religion" pp. 54-79 in Crossing and Dwelling. 
 
Thursday, February 13th – *First Field Site Visit Due* 

 Christopher P. Scheitle and Roger Fink, "Houston, Texas" pp. 37-63 in Places of Faith. 

 Discussion of First Field Site visits.  
 

 
Week 6 - Writing and Reading Ethnography 
 
Tuesday, February 18th  

 Karen McCarthy Brown, "Writing about 'the Other,' Revisited" pp.127-133 in Personal Knowledge and 
Beyond. 

 Robert Orsi, “Everyday Miracles: The Study of Lived Religion” pp. 3-21 in Lived Religion in America: 
Toward a History of Practice (D2L). 
 

Thursday, February 20th 

 Jim Birckhead, "'There's Power in the Blood': Writing Serpent Handling as Everyday Life" pp. 134-
145 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 Marion S. Goldman, "Voicing Spiritualities: Anchored Composites as an Approach to Understanding 
Religious Commitment" pp. 146-161 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 
 
Week 7: Observations II 
 
Tuesday, February 25th 

 Thomas Tweed, "Dwelling: The Kinetics of Homemaking" pp. 80-120 in Crossing and Dwelling. 
 

Thursday, February 27th – *Second Field Site Visit Due* 

 Christopher P. Scheitle and Roger Finke, "Colorado Springs, Colorado" pp.63-88 in Places of Faith. 

 Christopher P. Scheitle and Roger Finke, "Salt Lake City, Utah" pp.63-88 in Places of Faith. 

 Discussion of Second Field Site Visits. 
 
 

Week 8: Fieldwork Ethics and Practices (CITI Training Module) 
 
Tuesday, March 4th  

 Online Training Module  
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Thursday March 6th  

 Online Training Module 
 
 
Week 9 (Spring Break) 
 
Tuesday, March 11th and Thursday March 13 – Spring Break (no class – enjoy!) 
 
 
Week 10: Observations III 
 
Tuesday, March 18th 

 Thomas Tweed, "Crossing: The Kinetics of Itinerancy" pp. 123-163 in Crossing and Dwelling. 
 

Thursday, March 20th – *Third Field Site Visit Due* 

 Christopher P. Scheitle and Roger Finke, "San Francisco, California" pp. 89-116 in Places of Faith. 

 Christopher P. Scheitle and Roger Finke, "Detroit, Michigan" pp.171-196 in Places of Faith. 

 Discussion of Third Field Site Visits. 
 
 

Week 11: Being an Ethnographer 
 
Tuesday, March 25th 

 Lynn Davidman, "Truth, Subjectivity, and Ethnographic Research" pp. 17-26 in Personal Knowledge and 
Beyond. 

 Nancy Nason-Clark, "From the Heart of my Laptop: Personal Passion and Research on Violence 
against Women" pp.27-32 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 
Thursday, March 27th 

 Mary Jo Neitz, "Walking between the Worlds: Permeable Boundaries Ambiguous Identities" pp. 33-
46 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 Melissa M. Wilcox, "Dancing on the Fence: Researching Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual, and Transgender 
Christians" pp. 47-60 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 
 
 

Week 12: Ethnographic Intent 
 
Tuesday, April 1st 

 J. Shawn Landres, "Being (in) the Field: Defining Ethnography in Southern California and Central 
Slovakia" pp. 100-112 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 Milagros Peña, "Encountering Latina Mobilization: Field Research on the U.S. Mexico Border" pp. 
113-124 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 
Thursday April 3rd 

 Julie Ingersoll, "Against Univocality: Re-reading Ethnographies of Conservative Protestant Women" 
pp. 162-174 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 Cheryl Townsend Gilkes, "A Conscious Connection to All That Is: The Color Purple as Subversive and 
Critical Ethnography" pp.175-191 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 
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Week 13: In the Field: Collecting Data 
 
Tuesday, April 8th 
 
Thursday, April 10th  

 
 
Week 14: Observations IV 
 
Tuesday, April 15th 

 Thomas Tweed, "Conclusion: An Itinerary" pp.164-186 in Places of Faith. 
 
Thursday, April 17th – *Fourth Field Site Visit Due*  

 Christopher P. Scheitle and Roger Fink, "Central Nebraska" pp. 145-170 in Places of Faith. 

 Christopher P. Scheitle and Roger Fink, "Brooklyn, New York" pp. 197-222 in Places of Faith. 

 Discussion of Fourth Field Sites. 
 
 
Week 15: Beyond Personal Knowledge 
 
Tuesday, April 22nd 

 Meredith B. McGuire, "New-Old Directions in the Social Scientific Study of Religion: Ethnography, 
Phenomenology, and the Human Body" pp.195-211 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 Laurel Kearns, "Greening Ethnography and the Study of Religion" pp. 212-224 in Personal Knowledge 
and Beyond. 

 
Thursday, April 24th 

 Armin W. Geertz, "As the Other Sees Us: On Reciprocity and Mutual Reflection in the Study of 
Native American Religions" pp. 225-236 in Personal Knowledge and Beyond. 

 James V. Spickard, "On the Epistemology of Post-Colonial Ethnography" pp.237-252 in Personal 
Knowledge and Beyond. 

 
 
Week 16: Conclusions, Presentations and Looking Forward 
 
Tuesday, April 29th – *Final Papers Due Today* 

 "Conclusion: Returning Home Central Pennsylvania" pp. 223-238 in Places of Faith. 

 Discussion of Final Papers 
 
Thursday, May 1st – Study Day (no class) 


