
1 

 

RS3020: Comparative Religions (Spring 2018) 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 9:10-10:05 am 

JUB 204 
 
“It is necessary to develop comparative analyses that do not presuppose universal principals or reinscribe ahistorical essences. … 

[T]he very effort to establish similarities where there appear to be differences … is intellectually misleading.”1 
 
Dr. Rebekka King 
Assistant Professor 
Email: rebekka.king@mtsu.edu 
Phone: 615.494.8987 
Office: 304B James Union Building, Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies 
Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 3-5pm; Fridays (student advising hours) 12-2pm; or by appointment 
 
 

Course Description 
 

This course employs central categories and concepts from the academic study of religion to analyze case studies 
from Western, Eastern, and Indigenous religions. 
 

A Premise and Prelude: 
 

Comparative Religion(s)—or more explicitly the methods and theories associated with comparison—has long 
been considered a hallmark approach of the study of religion … particularly among those who are not trained 
in the field but rather serve as casual observers. This status is one that most contemporary scholars of religion 
have sought to dismantle and revoke. And in our class we will join as interlocutors in this conversation.  
 

Many have taken a postmodern position that spurns comparison altogether by pointing out that, as a field of 
study, comparison is too closely tied to its origins in colonialism, missionization, globalization, and the overall 
annexation (economic, political, and ideological) of other cultures, religions, and worldviews. As a process, it 
runs the risk of feeding into and supporting theological polemics, scholarly navel-gazing, and the undue 
objectification of human subjects. It is, some would say, the skeleton in the closet [Brit: cupboard] of the study 
of religion: a secret source of shame that is potentially ruinous if exposed, and thereby a venture which we seek 
to camouflage with idiosyncratic attempts to encapsulate world religions or to imagine religion as a sui generis 
category. As Jonathan Z. Smith has put it, “the enterprise of comparison … brings differences together solely 
within the space of the scholar’s mind. It is the individual scholar, for his or her own good theoretical reasons, 
who imagines their cohabitation, without ever requiring that they be consenting adults.”2 
 

Other scholars, however, have sought to redeem the study of comparison in order to ascribe tangible worth to 
its venture in such a way that allows us to think cross-culturally about both data and more importantly the 
methods with which we analyze said data—even if doing so creates unlikely bedfellows. The foundational figure 
in this field is Jonathan Z. Smith, and for our purposes in this course we will follow his lead by first asking, 
“why comparison?”, and second, “how?” As such, we will follow Smith’s resolution that we reject notions of 
uniqueness and truth, instead focusing our efforts on a “multi-term statement of analogy and difference.”3 
 
 
 

                                                            
1 Mark C. Taylor, “Introduction,” Critical Terms for Religious Studies (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998), p.15.    
2 Jonathan Z. Smith, Drudgery Divine: On Comparison of Early Christianities and the Religions of Late Antiquity (Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, 1990), 115. 
3 Smith, Drudgery Divine, 51. 

mailto:rebekka.king@mtsu.edu
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A Note about Sensitivity:  
 
Many people have strong and personal views when it comes to the topic of religion. In this class, you are 
encouraged to hold strong opinions and to share these opinions with your classmates in a respectful manner. 
You are expected to listen politely to, and offer your own analysis of, doctrines/traditions/practices/beliefs 
you may not share. In many cases we will be looking for the cultural logic within a viewpoint that may seem 
utterly foreign or appalling. Students who disrupt this process by being intolerant, dismissive, or unfair in their 
criticism will be asked to leave. If you are offended by something that is discussed in class, please come and 
speak to the instructor about it. When dealing with “hot” topics it is best to keep communication lines open 
rather than to allow hurt feelings to stew.  
 
A Note about Course Schedule (and Tentative Changes): 
 
This semester MTSU is hiring a new tenure streamed faculty person in the Religious Studies program. On three 
occasions the candidates for these positions will lecture to our class during our regularly scheduled class session. 
Attendance on these days will be mandatory (a doctor’s note or other documentation will be required for missed 
classes). You will be asked to provide feedback on the candidates’ instructional style and their presentation of 
their research interests and objectives. More information will be provided closer to the date.  
 
Please note that every effort will be made to keep the syllabus in order, but given the unique circumstances of 
the interview process, we may need to shift around the syllabus. If this is necessary, I will post announcements 
on the course D2L page and provide updated syllabi to students. 
 
 

Course Objectives   
 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 
 

 Demonstrate a solid understanding of the characteristics, historical developments, practices, and beliefs 
of the so-called World/Global Religions. 

 Explain and critique the World Religions Paradigm. 

 Describe and employ different theoretical and methodological approaches from the academic study of 
religion. 

 Critically and creatively evaluate the ways that religious ideas, traditions, and identities become 
embedded in social contexts. 

 Work imaginatively with other students to generate and analyze cultural artifacts intended to serve as 
jumping off points for scholarly discussions of the social and material locations of religious 
phenomenon. 

 
 

Required Texts 
 
Course Textbook: There is one required textbook for this course; it is available for purchase or for rent in the 
bookstore. It is also widely available through online bookstores. I have also made it available for use in the 
library from the course reserves desk: 
 

 Jeff Brodd, Layne Little, Bradley Nystrom, Robert Platzner, Richard Shek, and Erin Stiles. Invitation to 
World Religions (2nd Edition). New York: Oxford University Press. 
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Recommended Books: The following book is recommended and can found at the university bookstore, through 
online sellers, and from the course reserve desk at the library: 
 

 S. Brent Plate (ed.) 2015. Key Terms in Material Religion. New York: Bloomsbury Academic. 
 
Readings on D2L: All other required readings (see syllabus) will be posted on D2L (https://elearn.mtsu.edu/). 
Please bring these readings with you to class.4 Please notify me immediately if there are any problems with the 
pdf files. If you experience difficulty with D2L please contact the MTSU Helpdesk at 615-898-5345 or 
help@mtsu.edu.  
 
 

Expectations, Policies, and Common Courtesy 
 
Attendance: Attendance is absolutely necessary for a course such as this. You will not perform well in the 
course if you do not attend regularly. Three absences are permitted. Please consider these as an employer’s 
“sick days” or “personal days”—you can use them for whatever reason you wish, but you only have three, so 
you should use them wisely. Further absences will result in a considerable reduction of your overall grade and 
may result in a failing grade for the course. Should you miss a class you are responsible to find out what you 
missed from one of your colleagues in the class; Prof. King will not provide notes or an overview.  
 
Punctuality: Please arrive on time and plan to remain for the entire class. Unless you become ill, do not begin 
packing up your books because this is distracting to everyone. If you know in advance that you cannot stay for 
the entire class, please sit next to the door and exit quietly. If you arrive late it is your responsibility to notify 
the professor after class has ended so that I can mark you as late, rather than absent on the attendance sheet. 
Students who regularly arrive late to class will have points deducted from their grade.  
 
Readings: My expectation is that you will complete the readings before the class for which they are assigned. I 
also expect that you will ask questions for clarification about the readings either at the beginning of class or 
during my office hours. Lecture material will begin where the readings end: I will not be offering an overview 
of the readings during class but rather will use them as a “jumping off point” for a more advanced (and I hope 
more intellectually intriguing) conversation. You will be responsible for knowing both materials from the 
readings and from lectures for tests and written assignments. If this sounds hard, that’s a good thing, it’s 

supposed to be challenging  
 
Courtesy in Class: Other than to respond to or ask a question, please do not converse during lectures (even 
quiet whispering is distracting and disrespectful of your fellow students and your professor). Please turn off (or 
silence) all cell phones before the class begins. Students who plan to spend the lecture time checking facebook, 
snapchat, or texting are invited to sit at the back of the classroom or leave. Students are encouraged to limit 
their use of technology in the classroom and to take notes ‘the old fashioned way’ with a pen and paper. Studies 
have shown that overall the use of computers and other fancy technological gadgets distracts students and 
alienates them from their learning environment. 
 
Email, D2L and Other Online Communication: Students are expected to write courteously and clearly (no text-
messaging abbreviations or slang). All individual communication with the professor should be through her 
mtsu.edu email address (I do not respond to messages sent through D2L, gmail, or facebook). Always use your 
mtsu.edu email address and always include an appropriate summary of the email topic along with the course 
code in the subject line. Once I have received an email from a student, I will gage the urgency of the email and 
reply appropriately. In general, I keep regular business hours; you can expect a reply within two business days. 

                                                            
4 If you object to printing these readings because of environmental or economic concerns, take extensive notes (with 
quotes and page numbers) to bring with you to class. 

https://elearn.mtsu.edu/
mailto:help@mtsu.edu
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Recording Lectures: To ensure the free and open discussion of ideas, students may not record classroom 
lectures, discussion and/or activities under any circumstances.  
 
Discussing Grades: You are welcome to discuss your grades with Prof. King a minimum of 24 hours after you 
have received work back. Please note that I put a great deal of effort into grading fairly and consistently. 
Mistakes in calculation do happen, but generally speaking, I take pride in grading well. This means that you 
must consider very carefully any urge you have to seek to change a grade. Do not think that “it never hurts to 
ask,” as in this case, your request is, in fact, an affront to my academic integrity. If, however, you feel that a 
genuine mistake has been made or you wish an explanation for the grade you have received, you are always 
welcome to make an appointment or drop in to office hours. You can expect a two week turnaround from the 
date that you submit a test, paper, or assignment to the date that it will be returned. I will not return assignments 
or provide grade information electronically, you must come to class to pick up assignments or make an 
appointment with me. 
 
Policy on Late Work and Extensions: All assignments are due at the beginning of class (any assignment handed 
in after the class has commenced will have 5 percent deducted from their mark). All late assignments will be 
penalized an additional 2 percent per day (including weekends). If you have a problem with the due date, please 
see Prof. King in advance (two weeks). If there is an emergency, I will be understanding. Students who miss an 
assignment due to illness must present me with a formal letter of petition and a doctor’s note within one week 
of returning to school. In the case of a death in your family, documentation (such as an obituary) must be 
presented. When work is submitted late (even with a valid excuse), I will return the assignment to the student 
with only the grade and no additional comments or suggestions. 
 

Finally, we live in a technological age and, unless students were born yesterday,5 they are aware that technology 
has the potential to fail and that the likelihood of such an event doubles the night before a paper is due. With 
this in mind, students are encouraged to backup assignments regularly; computer failure and other technological 
mishaps do not qualify for an extension. 
 
 

MTSU Tutoring 
 
Free tutoring is available in study skills, learning strategies and several courses such as biology, physics, history, 
computer information systems, math, psychology, economics, recording industry, and many more. The central 
location for tutoring is the Tutoring Spot, located in Walker Library.  For available tutoring opportunities, 
including days, times, and location, visit: http://mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/tutoring.php#on. You are 
encouraged to take advantage of this free service. 

 
 
Options for Veterans  
 
MTSU is nationally recognized as a Veteran Friendly Campus. I understand that veterans and family members 
returning to school constitute a unique demographic and it is my goal to treat veterans fairly and with respect 
in this course. I also strongly encourage veterans to utilize the facilities, faculty, and staff at MTSU to help 
ensure academic success. Some of the services offered to veterans include: Veterans and Military Family Center 
in 1st Floor of the KUC - Suite 124, BRAVO (A veteran student organization), and the veteran faculty 
committee. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have specific needs or concerns. 
 
 Note: Accommodations for service related injuries (temporary or permanent) are determined only by the 
Disability & Access Center (see above). Again, if you need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

                                                            
5 Students born yesterday are not permitted to enroll in RS 3020. 

http://mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/tutoring.php#on
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Tennessee Lottery Scholarship Holders 
 
Do you have a lottery scholarship?  To retain the Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship eligibility, you must 
earn a cumulative TELS GPA of 2.75 after 24 and 48 attempted hours and a cumulative TELS GPA of 3.0 
thereafter.  A grade of C, D, F, FA, or I in this class may negatively impact TELS eligibility. If you drop this 
class, withdraw, or if you stop attending this class you may lose eligibility for your lottery scholarship, and you 
will not be able to regain eligibility at a later time. For additional Lottery rules, please refer to your Lottery 
Statement of Understanding form (http://www.mtsu.edu/financial-aid/forms/LOTFEV.pdf) or contact your 
MT One Stop Enrollment Coordinator (http://www.mtsu.edu/one-stop/counselor.php). 
 
 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
 
ADA accommodation requests (temporary or permanent) are determined only by Disability & Access Center. 
Students are responsible for contacting the Disability & Access Center Office at 615.898.2783 to obtain ADA 
accommodations and for providing the instructor with the accommodation letter from Disability & Access 
Center.  
 
Accessibility concerns affect many of us and I want you to know that I care deeply about equality, justice, and 
making your learning experience one in which we can all participate fully. Please do not delay in contacting the 
Disability and Access Center to obtain your accommodation letter; ideally for known issues you should get 
these letters to me within the first two weeks of class. 
 
 

Basic Needs Security 
 
Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing and believes this may affect their performance 
in the course is urged to contact their college advisor or the dean’s office in the college of their major for 
support. Information about emergency aid for students can be found on the MTSU Office of Student Success 
website (http://www.mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/crisis-aid.php). Furthermore, please notify the professor if you 
are comfortable in doing so. This will enable her to provide any resources that she may possess.  
 
 

MTSU’s Academic Misconduct Policy 
 

Middle Tennessee State University takes a strong stance against academic misconduct.  Academic Misconduct 
includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, and fabrication. 
 

Academic Misconduct:  Plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, or facilitating any such act.  For purposes of this 
section, the following definitions apply. 
 

Plagiarism: The adoption or reproduction of ideas, words, statements, images, or works of another person as 
one’s own without proper acknowledgment. This includes self-plagiarism, which occurs when an author 
submits material or research from a previous academic exercise to satisfy the requirements of another exercise 
and uses it without proper citation of its reuse. By placing one’s name on work submitted for credit, the student 
certifies the originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. On written 
assignments, if verbatim statements are included, the statements must be enclosed by quotation marks or set 
off from regular text as indented extracts. 
 
 
 

http://www.mtsu.edu/financial-aid/forms/LOTFEV.pdf
http://www.mtsu.edu/one-stop/counselor.php
http://www.mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/crisis-aid.php
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A student can avoid being charged with plagiarism by acknowledging sources used. Sources must be 
acknowledged whenever: 
 

a) one quotes another person’s actual words or replicates all or part of another’s product;  
b) one uses another person’s ideas, opinions, work, data, or theories, even if they are completely 

paraphrased in one’s own words; 
c) one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative materials – unless the information is common 

knowledge. 
 

Unauthorized collaboration with others on papers or projects can inadvertently lead to a charge of plagiarism. 
If in doubt, consult your instructor in advance. In addition, it is considered to be plagiarism when you submit 
as your own any academic exercise (for example, written work) prepared totally or in part by another. 
 
Plagiarism also includes submitting work in which portions were substantially produced by someone acting as 
a tutor or editor. 
 
Cheating. Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in an academic exercise. 
The term academic exercise includes all forms of work submitted for credit or hours. Cheating is an act of 
deception by which students misrepresent or misleadingly demonstrate that they have mastered information on 
an academic exercise that they have not mastered, including the giving or receiving of unauthorized help in an 
academic exercise. This includes unapproved collaboration, which occurs when a student works with others on 
an academic exercise without the express permission of the professor.   
 
Fabrication. The intentional use of information that the author has invented when stating or implying otherwise, 
or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive. Examples include, citing information 
not taken from the source indicated; listing sources in a reference not used in the academic exercise; inventing 
data or source information for research or other academic exercise. 
 
Facilitation. Helping or attempting to help another to violate a provision of the institutional code of academic 
misconduct. 
 
Examples include, but are not limited to: 
 

a) letting another individual copy your homework, test answer, etc.; 
b) giving your assignment, paper, homework, etc. to another student for any reason without 

permission of the instructor; 
c) giving test questions to another individual that has not yet taken the exam. 

 
To be clear: going online and taking information without proper citations, copying parts of other student’s 
work, creating information for the purposes of making your paper seem more official, or anything involving 
taking someone else’s thoughts or ideas without proper attribution is academic misconduct. If you work 
together on an assignment when it is not allowed, it is academic misconduct. If you hand in a paper (or part 
of a paper) to more than one class, it is academic misconduct. If you have a question about an assignment, 
please come see me to clarify. Any student suspected of committing academic misconduct will be required to 
meet with me to discuss the situation. I do not allow any “do overs.” All cases of academic misconduct will be 
reported to the Office of Academic Affairs for violating the academic honesty requirements in the student 
handbook. Penalties include a zero on the assignment, a zero in the course, and/or expulsion from the 
university. Remember – ignorance is NOT a defense.   
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Course Requirements and Assessment 
 
1 – 15% for participation, class attendance, general engagement, questions for discussion, and evidence of 
reading comprehension. 
 
This includes class attendance, participation, general engagement, and special participation assignments. 
Students are expected to come prepared to discuss the assigned readings at each class session in a thoughtful 
and lively manner. Attendance is only a necessary pre-condition for participation, not a measure of it. The 
participation grade is based not only on attendance but, more importantly, on preparation and engagement of 
material for class discussions as evidenced by asking questions and active participation in class discussions.    
 
Your participation grade is comprised of two components: 
 

 8% for general engagement in class discussions. 

 5% for Annotated Bibliography Contributions (5 x 1% each) 
o Limit one per unit (see assignment guidelines) 

 2% for two meetings with Dr. King (2 x 1% each)  
o Meeting One: Beginning of the semester (complete by January 26, 2018: see sign-up site) 
o Meeting Two: With other group members (complete March 26-April 6: see sign-up site) 

 

 
2 – 40% for Artifact Assignments (4 x 10% each) 
 
Each unit asks you to put together and analyze cultural artifacts generated from the theoretical lenses we use 
to unpack each of the religious traditions in the case studies. For some of these assignments you will be asked 
to work in groups, and for others you will work individually). The assignment details for each of the Artifact 
Assignments vary and are posted on D2L.  
 
Students must complete four artifact assignments: 
 

1) Intro Unit (World Religions Paradigm) 
2) Hinduism or Buddhism 
3) Judaism, Christianity, or Islam 
4) One additional (non-bonus assignment) 

 
Artifact Assignment Due Dates: 
 

 Intro Unit (World Religions Paradigm) – Podcast (due: Monday, January 29, 2018)  

 Hinduism – Tableau Vivant (due: Monday, February 19, 2018) 

 Buddhism – Media Analysis (due: Monday, March 5, 2018) 

 Judaism – Book Cover Design and Advertising Campaign Materials (due: Monday, April 2, 2018) 

 Christianity – Photo Essay (due: Monday, April 16, 2018) 

 Islam – Discourse Analysis (due: Monday, April 30, 2018 ) 
 

In addition, there are two bonus Artefact Assignments. Bonus assignments are worth 4 percent each and 
students complete them on their own: 
 

 Indigenous and First Nations Religions – Film Review (due: Monday, March 19, 2018)  

 Conclusion (Explaining Material Religions) – Instructional Video (due: Monday, April 30, 2018) 
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3 – 25 percent for Midterm Test/Exam  
 
Dates: 

 Midterm: Monday, March 12, 2018 (worth 10 percent) 

 Exam: During scheduled university exam slot (worth 15 percent) 
 
In-class tests reviewing material covered in readings and lectures. Students who miss tests for reasons other 
than acute illness or death in the immediate family will not be permitted to make up the test and will receive a 
grade of zero. These tests will evaluate your grasp of the material and your ability to think critically and creatively 
about it. 
 

 
4 – 20 percent for Poster Presentation  
 
This project is comprised of two components: 
 

 2% for Group Contract (due: Monday, March 26, 2018) 

 3% for Proposal and Works Cited (due: April 6, 2018) 

 15% for Poster and Presentation (due: April 25, 2018)  
 
More details to be provided. 
 

 
 
Grading Scale 
 

A  90% or above  C+  73% to 76%   D+  59% to 62%  

B+  86% to 89%   C  68% to 72%   D  54% to 58%  

B  81% to 85%   C-  63% to 67%   D-  50% to 53%  

B-  77% to 80%       F  49% or below 
 

 

Schedule and Readings 
 
INTRODUCTION: THE WORLD RELIGIONS PARADIGM 
 
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 – Syllabus and Introduction to the course 

 Craig Martin (2014) “Studying Religion: Laying the Groundwork,” pp.1-18 in A Critical Introduction to 
the Study of Religion. Sheffield: Equinox. 
 

Friday, January 19, 2018 

 Listen to Podcast from Religious Studies Project – James Cox on The World Religions Paradigm 
(February 25, 2013): http://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/podcast-james-cox-on-the-
world-religions-paradigm/ 

 
Monday, January 22, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – “Chapter 1: An Invitation to the Study of World Religions,” pp. 3-29.  

 
 
 

http://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/podcast-james-cox-on-the-world-religions-paradigm/
http://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/podcast-james-cox-on-the-world-religions-paradigm/
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Wednesday, January 24, 2018 

 Courtney Bender (2012). “Practicing Religions,” pp. 273-295 in Robert Orsi (ed.) The Cambridge 
Companion to Religious Studies. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

 S. Brett Plate (2015). “Material Religion: An Introduction,” pp.1-5 in Key Terms in Material Religion. 
New York: Bloomsbury. 
 

 

 Artifact 1 Assignment – Response to RSP Podcast (due: Monday, January 29, 2018) 

 Excavation Site: The Religious Studies Project: “James Cox on The World Religions Paradigm” 
(http://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/podcast-james-cox-on-the-world-religions-
paradigm/). 

 Groups of 2-3 students 

 7-10 min podcast + 500-750 words (written individually) 
 

 
 
HINDUISM – BODY, IMAGE, ICON 
 
Friday, January 26, 2018 

 Phillipe Descola (2013). “Presence, Attachment, Origin: Ontologies of ‘Incarnates,’” pp.35-49 in Janice 
Boddy and Michael Lambek, A Companion to the Anthropology of Religion (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell). 

 
Monday, January 29, 2018 

 Robert Maniura (2015). “Icon (Image),” pp.111-116 in S. Brent Plate (ed.). Key Terms in Material Religion. 
New York: Bloomsbury Academic. 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 4: Hinduism, pp.89-114. 
 
Wednesday, January 31, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 4: Hinduism, pp.114-125 

 “Rama’s Initiation,” pp.45-68 in R. K. Narayan (trans). The Ramayana (New York: Penguin, 1977) 
 

Friday, February 2, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 4: Hinduism, pp 125-137. 
 
Monday, February 5, 2018 

 Diana Eck (1998). “Preface to the Second Edition” and “Chapter 1: Seeing the Sacred,” pp.1-31 in 
Darsan: Seeing the Divine Image in India. New York: Columbia University Press.  

 
Wednesday, February 7, 2018 – *Guest Lecture Today* 

 Before class watch: “Sita Sings the Blues” (2008), directed by Nina Paley (82 mins)  
(http://sitasingstheblues.com/watch.html)  

 
Friday, February 9, 2018 

 Groups of 3-4 students will be assigned chapters of the Ramayana. Come to class with a prepared 
summary of your assigned chapter. 
 

  

http://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/podcast-james-cox-on-the-world-religions-paradigm/
http://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/podcast-james-cox-on-the-world-religions-paradigm/
http://sitasingstheblues.com/watch.html
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 Artifact 2 Assignment – Ramayana Tableau Vivant (due Monday, February 19, 2018) 

 Excavation Site: Assigned Chapter of the Ramayana 

 Groups of 3-4 students 

 Photo of Tableau Vivant + 500-750 words (written individually) 
 

 
 
BUDDHISM – MEMORY, VIOLENCE, REPRESENTATION 
 
Monday, February 12, 2018 

 Oren Baruch Stier (2015). “Memory,” pp.145-151 in S. Brent Plate (ed.). Key Terms in Material Religion. 
New York: Bloomsbury Academic.  

 Watch in class: “Unmistaken Child” (2008), directed by Nati Baratz (102 mins)  
 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

 Finish Unmistaken Child (in class). 
 

Friday, February 16, 2018 – *Guest Lecture Today* 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 5: Buddhism, pp.143-155. 

 Excerpts from Buddhist Texts: “The Past Lives of Siddhartha Gotama”; “The Life of Siddhartha 
Gotama”; “The Sermon on the Four Noble Truths.”  

 
Monday, February 19, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 5: Buddhism, pp.155-173. 

 Watch (before class): Dalai Lama: Last Week Tonight with John Oliver (2017): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLY45o6rHm0  

 
Wednesday, February 21, 2018 – *Guest Lecture Today* 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 5: Buddhism, pp.173-183. 

 Excerpts from Buddhist Texts: “Conduct of a Monk”; “Admonition to Laity”; and “The Wisdom of 
the Buddha.” 
 

Friday, February 23, 2018  

 Michael Jerryson (2013). “A Path to Militant Buddhism: Thai Buddhist Monks and Representations,” 
pp. 75-94 in Vladimir Tikhonov and Torkel Brekke (eds.). Buddhism and Violence: Militarism and Buddhism 
in Modern Asia. New York: Routledge. 
 

 

 Artifact 3 Assignment – Buddhism in the Media (due Monday, March 5, 2018) 

 Excavation Site: News Article Featuring Buddhism 

 Groups of 1-2 students 

 750-1000 words (written as a group) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLY45o6rHm0
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 INDIGENOUS AND FIRST NATIONS RELIGIONS 
 
Monday, February 26, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 2: Indigenous Religions of North America, pp.31-51. 
 
Wednesday, February 28, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 3: Indigenous Religions of Africa, pp.59-84. 
 
Friday, March 2, 2018 

 Finish up Indigenous and First Nations religions. 
 

 

 (Bonus) Optional Artifact – Film Review (Monday, March 12, 2018) 

 Excavation Site: “Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner” (2001) 

 Individual Project 

 Template + 250-500 words 
 

 
Spring Break – March 5-10, 2018 – Enjoy! 
 
Monday, March 12, 2018 – Midterm Test 
 
 
JUDAISM – IDENTITIES IMPLIED AND PRESCRIBED  
 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

 Robert Lint Sagarena (2015). “Race,” pp.167-172 in S. Brent Plate (ed.). Key Terms in Material Religion. 
New York: Bloomsbury Academic. 

 Fredrik Barth (1969). “Introduction,” pp.9-38 in Ethnic Groups and Boundaries: The Social Organization of 
Cultural Difference. Boston: Little Brown and Company. 

 
Friday, March 16, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 11: Judaism, pp.351-386. 
 
Monday, March 19, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 11: Judaism, pp.386-404. 
 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 

 Film (watch before class): “Falasha” (1983), dir. Simcha Jacobovici, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEgi7KucN7Q [72 mins] 

 
Friday, March 23, 2018 – Dr. King out of town at a conference, MA student Keven Lewis to cover the class 

 Susan A. Glenn and Naomi B. Sokoloff (2010), “Who and Who Is Jewish?: Controversies and 
Comparative Perspectives on the Boundaries of Jewish Identity” pp. 3-11 in Boundaries of Jewish 
Identity. Seattle: University of Washington Press. 

 Students present on chapters from the book (sign up ahead of time). 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEgi7KucN7Q
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 Artifact 4 Assignment – Book Cover Design and Advertising Campaign (due: Monday, April 2, 2018) 

 Excavation Site: Imagined Book about Jewish Identity 

 Groups of 3-4 students 

 Book Cover + 500-750 words (written individually) 
 

 
 
CHRISTIANITY – TEXT, WORDS, MEDIATION 
 
Monday, March 26, 2018 

 S. Brent Plate (2015). “Words,” pp.275-280 in S. Brent Plate (ed.). Key Terms in Material Religion. New 
York: Bloomsbury Academic.  

 Catherine Bell (2008). “Scriptures—Text and Then Some,” pp.23-28 in Vincent Wimbush (ed.). 
Theorizing Scriptures: New Critical Orientations to a Cultural Phenomenon. New Brunswick: Rutgers University 
Press. 

 1 Thessalonians 
 
Wednesday, March 28, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 12: Christianity, pp.411-431. 

 Apostle’s Creed and Nicaean Creed 
 

Friday, March 30, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 12: Christianity, pp.431-452. 
 
Monday, April 2, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 12: Christianity, pp.452-462. 
 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018 

 Film (watch before class): “For the Bible Tells Me So” (2007), dir. Daniel G. Karslake, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQ6sHIOuk0w [95 mins] 
 

Friday, April 6, 2018 

 Akesha Baron (2009). “‘The Man Is the Head’: Evangelical Discourse and the Construction of 
Masculinities in a Tzotzil Village,” pp.44-63 in James Bielo (ed.). The Social Life of Scriptures: Cross-Cultural 
Perspectives of Biblicism. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press. 

 

 

 Artifact 5 Assignment – Photo Essay on the Bible (due: Monday, April 16, 2018) 

 Excavation Site: A popular Bible of students’ choice 

 Groups of 1-2 students 

 750-1000 words (written as a group) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQ6sHIOuk0w
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ISLAM – SOUND, SERMONS, SPEAKERS 
 
Monday, April 9, 2018 

 Isaac Weiner (2015). “Sound,” pp.215-221 in S. Brent Plate (ed.). Key Terms in Material Religion. New 
York: Bloomsbury Academic.  

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 13: Islam, pp.469-488. 
 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 13: Islam, pp.488-506. 

 Excerpts from Quran: Surahs 1, 6, 19, and 21.   
 

Friday, April 13, 2018 

 Invitation to World Religions – Chapter 13: Islam, pp.506-520. 
 
Monday, April 16, 2018 

 Film (watch before class): “Koran by Heart” (2011) directed by Greg Barker, 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptHdmw57rzM) [120 mins] 

 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018 

 Abdoulaye Sounaye (2014). “Mobile Sunna: Islam, Small Media and Community in Niger.” Social 
Compass 61(1): 21-29. 
 

Friday, April 20, 2018 

 Bruce Lincoln (2003). “Symmetric Dualisms: Bush and bin Laden on October 7,” pp. 19-32 in Holy 
Terrors: Thinking about Religion after September 11. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

 

 Artifact 6 Assignment – Discourse Analysis (due: Monday, April 30th) 

 Excavation Site: a transcript, recording, media piece, etc. about Islam 

 Groups of 1-2 students 

 750-1000 words (written as a group) 
 

 
 
END OF TERM – WRAPING THINGS UP 
 
Monday, April 23, 2018 – Concluding Discussions, Wrapping Things Up 
 
Wednesday, April 25, 2018 – Poster Presentations (set up first thing in the morning or night before) 
 

 

 (Bonus) Optional Artifact – Explaining Material Religions (Monday, April 30, 2018) 

 Excavation Site: RS 3020: Comparative Religions 

 Groups of 2-3 students 

 3-5 min video explaining a key concept from the course (see table of contents to Key Terms in Material 
Religion) – no written component required. 

 

 
Final Exam – Wednesday, May 2, 2018 (10am – noon) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptHdmw57rzM

