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RS3050: Rites of Passage (Spring 2018) 
Mondays and Wednesdays 12:40-2:05pm 

COE 146 
 
Dr. Rebekka King      Mr. Keven Lewis 
Assistant Professor, Religious Studies    Graduate Teaching Assistant 
Phone: 615.494.8987      Phone: N/A 
Email: rebekka.king@mtsu.edu      Email: kpl2i@mtmail.mtsu.edu  
Office: 304B James Union Building    Office: Starbucks (library) 
Office Hours: MW 3-5pm; Fridays 12-2pm (for RS advising);  Office Hours: MW 11:30am-12:30pm 
or by appointment    
 
 

Course Description 
 
The study of religious rituals and ceremonies that mark specific points in time, namely those in which 
individuals experience transition (births, weddings, funerals, and initiations). Explores how rites of passage and 
religious identities around the world are constructed and serve as sites of both conflict and resolution in a 
variety of religious traditions and cultural contexts. 
 
A Premise and Prelude 
 
In my opinion (and in the opinion of some very smart figures in the field of religious studies) ritual serves as 
the foundation of religious affinity. Unfortunately, as a topic of study, it is under-theorized. As such we will 
begin the process of taking seriously a need for strong theoretical analysis.  
 
This course will focus on the study of religious rituals and ceremonies that mark specific points in time, namely 
those in which individuals and communities are seen as transitioning from one stage of life to another. We will 
explore how rites of passage from a variety of religious traditions serve as both an instigator of conflict and a 
resource for its resolution. In so doing, we will address questions of both meaning and function that are derived 
from insider accounts and our own scholarly adoption of a hermeneutic of suspicion. We will explore how 
rituals become sites of identity construction and enable articulation and exclusion of certain understandings of 
what it means to be a religious agent. In considering religion comparatively as a global phenomenon, we will 
focus on explanations offered by scholars of religion, social scientists, historians, and religious adherents 
themselves. And we will do all of these things with a hyper-awareness of our potential limitations derived from 
our own representational biases, disciplinary training, and epistemological conceptions of human subjectivities. 
 
We will also have fun, I promise. 
 
 

Course Objectives 
 

Along with mastering a subject matter and a theoretical lens, this course is one in which you will be asked to 
develop as a student and a scholar in a holistic manner that considers both your intellectual and your personal 
development. The course adopts a ‘learner-centered’ approach, which requires you to be responsible not only 
for your own learning experience but also for other students in the class. With this in mind, we will adopt 
classroom practices derived from critical and feminist pedagogies that are as concerned with how you learn as 
they are about what you learn.1  
 

                                                            
1 This method is inspired by my own reading of Paulo Freire's Pedagogy of the Oppressed (1970). 

mailto:rebekka.king@mtsu.edu
mailto:kpl2i@mtmail.mtsu.edu
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A Note about Sensitivity 
 
Many people have strong and personal views when it comes to the topic of religion. In this class, you are 
encouraged to hold strong opinions and to share these opinions with your classmates in a respectful manner. 
You are expected to listen politely to, and offer your own analysis of and perspective about, 
doctrines/traditions/practices/beliefs you may not share. In many cases, we will be looking for the cultural 
logic within a viewpoint that may seem utterly foreign or appalling. Students who disrupt this process by being 
intolerant, dismissive, or unfair in their criticism will be asked to leave. If you are offended by something that 
is discussed in class, please come and speak to the instructor about it. When dealing with “hot” topics it is best 
to keep communication lines open rather than to allow hurt feelings to stew.  
 
At times this semester we will be discussing human experiences that may be disturbing, even traumatizing, to 
some students. If you feel the need to step outside during one of these discussions, either for a short time or 
for the rest of the class session, you may always do so without academic penalty (you will, however, be 
responsible for any material you miss, please make arrangements to get notes from another student or see me 
individually). If you ever wish to discuss your personal reactions to this material, either with the class or with 
me afterwards, I welcome such discussion as an appropriate part of our coursework. 
 
 

Required Texts 
 
Course Textbook: There is one required textbook for this course; it is available for purchase or for rent in the 
bookstore. It is also widely available through online bookstores. I have also made it available for use in the 
library from the course reserves desk: 
 

 Ronald L. Grimes, Deeply into the Bone: Reinventing Rites of Passage (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
2002).  

    
All other required readings (see syllabus) will be posted on Direct 2 Learn (https://elearn.mtsu.edu/). Please 
bring these readings with you to class. Please notify me immediately if there are any problems with the pdf files. 
If you object to printing these readings because of environmental or economic concerns, take extensive notes 
(with quotes and page numbers) to bring with you to class. If you experience difficulty with D2L please contact 
the MTSU Helpdesk at 615-898-5345 or help@mtsu.edu  
 
 

Expectations, Policies, and Common Courtesy 
 
Attendance: Attendance is absolutely necessary for a course such as this. You will not perform well in the 
course if you do not attend regularly. Two absences are permitted. Please consider these as an employer’s “sick 
days” or “personal days”—you can use them for whatever reason you wish, but you only have two, so you 
should use them wisely. Further absences will result in a considerable reduction of your overall grade and may 
result in a failing grade for the course. Should you miss a class you are responsible to find out what you missed 
from one of your colleagues in the class; Prof. King will not provide notes or an overview.  
 
Punctuality: Please arrive on time and plan to remain for the entire class. Unless you become ill, do not begin 
packing up your books because this is distracting to everyone. If you know in advance that you cannot stay for 
the entire class, please sit next to the door and exit quietly. If you arrive late it is your responsibility to notify 
the professor after class has ended so that I can mark you as late, rather than absent on the attendance sheet. 
Students who regularly arrive late to class will have points deducted from their grade.  
 
Recording Lectures: To ensure the free and open discussion of ideas, students may not record classroom 
lectures, discussion and/or activities under any circumstances.  

https://elearn.mtsu.edu/
mailto:help@mtsu.edu
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Readings: My expectation is that you will complete the readings before the class for which they are assigned. I 
also expect that you will ask questions for clarification about the readings either at the beginning of class or 
during my office hours. Lecture material will begin where the readings end: I will not be offering an overview 
of the readings during class but rather will use them as a “jumping off point” for a more advanced (and I hope 
more intellectually intriguing) conversation. You will be responsible for knowing both materials from the 
readings and from lectures for tests and written assignments. If this sounds hard, that’s a good thing, it’s 

supposed to be challenging  
 
Courtesy in Class: Other than to respond to or ask a question, please do not converse during lectures (even 
quiet whispering is distracting and disrespectful of your fellow students and your professor). Please turn off (or 
silence) all cell phones before the class begins. Students who plan to spend the lecture time checking facebook, 
snapchat, or texting are invited to sit at the back of the classroom or leave. Students are encouraged to limit 
their use of technology in the classroom and to take notes ‘the old fashioned way’ with a pen and paper. Studies 
have shown that overall the use of computers and other fancy technological gadgets distracts students and 
alienates them from their learning environment. 
 
Email, D2L and Other Online Communication: Students are expected to write courteously and clearly (no text-
messaging abbreviations or slang). All individual communication with the professor should be through her 
mtsu.edu email address (I do not respond to messages sent through D2L, gmail, or facebook). Always use your 
mtsu.edu email address and always include an appropriate summary of the email topic along with the course 
code in the subject line. Once I have received an email from a student, I will gage the urgency of the email and 
reply appropriately. In general, I keep regular business hours; you can expect a reply within two business days. 
 
Discussing Grades: You are welcome to discuss your grades with Prof. King a minimum of 24 hours after you 
have received work back. Please note that I put a great deal of effort into grading fairly and consistently. 
Mistakes in calculation do happen, but generally speaking, I take pride in grading well. This means that you 
must consider very carefully any urge you have to seek to change a grade. Do not think that “it never hurts to 
ask,” as in this case, your request is, in fact, an affront to my academic integrity. If, however, you feel that a 
genuine mistake has been made or you wish an explanation for the grade you have received, you are always 
welcome to make an appointment or drop in to office hours. You can expect a two week turnaround from the 
date that you submit a test, paper, or assignment to the date that it will be returned. I will not return assignments 
or provide grade information electronically, you must come to class to pick up assignments or make an 
appointment with me. 
 
Policy on Late Work and Extensions: All assignments are due at the beginning of class (any assignment handed 
in after the class has commenced will have 5 percent deducted from their mark). All late assignments will be 
penalized an additional 2 percent per day (including weekends). If you have a problem with the due date, please 
see Prof. King in advance (two weeks). If there is an emergency, I will be understanding. Students who miss an 
assignment due to illness must present me with a formal letter of petition and a doctor’s note within one week 
of returning to school. In the case of a death in your family, documentation (such as an obituary) must be 
presented. When work is submitted late (even with a valid excuse), I will return the assignment to the student 
with only the grade and no additional comments or suggestions. 
 
Finally, we live in a technological age and, unless students were born yesterday,2 they are aware that technology 
has the potential to fail and that the likelihood of such an event doubles the night before a paper is due. With 
this in mind, students are encouraged to backup assignments regularly; computer failure and other technological 
mishaps do not qualify for an extension. 
 
 

 

                                                            
2 Students born yesterday are not permitted to enroll in RS 3050. 
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MTSU Tutoring 
 
Free tutoring is available in study skills, learning strategies and several courses such as biology, physics, history, 
computer information systems, math, psychology, economics, recording industry, and many more. The central 
location for tutoring is the Tutoring Spot, located in Walker Library.  For available tutoring opportunities, 
including days, times, and location visit: http://mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/tutoring.php#on. You are 
encouraged to take advantage of this free service. 
 
 

Options for Veterans  
 
MTSU is nationally recognized as a Veteran Friendly Campus. I understand that veterans and family members 
returning to school constitute a unique demographic and it is my goal to treat veterans fairly and with respect 
in this course. I also strongly encourage veterans to utilize the facilities, faculty, and staff at MTSU to help 
ensure academic success. Some of the services offered to veterans include: Veterans and Military Family Center 
in 1st Floor of the KUC - Suite 124, BRAVO (A veteran student organization), and the veteran faculty 
committee. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have specific needs or concerns.3 
 
 

Tennessee Lottery Scholarship Holders 
 
Do you have a lottery scholarship?  To retain the Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship eligibility, you must 
earn a cumulative TELS GPA of 2.75 after 24 and 48 attempted hours and a cumulative TELS GPA of 3.0 
thereafter.  A grade of C, D, F, FA, or I in this class may negatively impact TELS eligibility. If you drop this 
class, withdraw, or if you stop attending this class you may lose eligibility for your lottery scholarship, and you 
will not be able to regain eligibility at a later time. For additional Lottery rules, please refer to your Lottery 
Statement of Understanding form (http://www.mtsu.edu/financial-aid/forms/LOTFEV.pdf) or contact your 
MT One Stop Enrollment Coordinator (http://www.mtsu.edu/one-stop/counselor.php). 
 
 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
 
ADA accommodation requests (temporary or permanent) are determined only by Disability & Access Center. 
Students are responsible for contacting the Disability & Access Center Office at 615.898.2783 to obtain ADA 
accommodations and for providing the instructor with the accommodation letter from Disability & Access 
Center. Accessibility concerns affect many of us and I want you to know that I care deeply about equality, 
justice, and making your learning experience one in which we can all participate fully. Please do not delay in 
contacting the Disability and Access Center to obtain your accommodation letter; ideally for known issues you 
should get these letters to me within the first two weeks of class. 
 
 

Basic Needs Security 
 
Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing and believes this may affect their performance 
in the course is urged to contact their college advisor or the dean’s office in the college of their major for 
support. Information about emergency aid for students can be found on the MTSU Office of Student Success 
website (http://www.mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/crisis-aid.php). Furthermore, please notify the professor if you 
are comfortable in doing so. This will enable her to provide any resources that she may possess.  

 

                                                            
3 Accommodations for service related injuries (temporary or permanent) are determined only by the Disability & Access Center (see 
above). Again, if you need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

http://mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/tutoring.php#on
http://www.mtsu.edu/financial-aid/forms/LOTFEV.pdf
http://www.mtsu.edu/one-stop/counselor.php
http://www.mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/crisis-aid.php
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MTSU’s Academic Misconduct Policy 
 
Middle Tennessee State University takes a strong stance against academic misconduct.  Academic Misconduct 
includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, and fabrication. 
 
Academic Misconduct:  Plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, or facilitating any such act.  For purposes of this 
section, the following definitions apply. 
 
Plagiarism: The adoption or reproduction of ideas, words, statements, images, or works of another person as 
one’s own without proper acknowledgment. This includes self-plagiarism, which occurs when an author 
submits material or research from a previous academic exercise to satisfy the requirements of another exercise 
and uses it without proper citation of its reuse. By placing one’s name on work submitted for credit, the student 
certifies the originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. On written 
assignments, if verbatim statements are included, the statements must be enclosed by quotation marks or set 
off from regular text as indented extracts. 
 
A student can avoid being charged with plagiarism by acknowledging sources used. Sources must be 
acknowledged whenever: 
 

a) one quotes another person’s actual words or replicates all or part of another’s product;  
b) one uses another person’s ideas, opinions, work, data, or theories, even if they are completely 

paraphrased in one’s own words; 
c) one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative materials – unless the information is common 

knowledge. 
 

Unauthorized collaboration with others on papers or projects can inadvertently lead to a charge of plagiarism. 
If in doubt, consult your instructor in advance. In addition, it is considered to be plagiarism when you submit 
as your own any academic exercise (for example, written work) prepared totally or in part by another. 
 
Plagiarism also includes submitting work in which portions were substantially produced by someone acting as 
a tutor or editor. 
 
Cheating. Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in an academic exercise. 
The term academic exercise includes all forms of work submitted for credit or hours. Cheating is an act of 
deception by which students misrepresent or misleadingly demonstrate that they have mastered information on 
an academic exercise that they have not mastered, including the giving or receiving of unauthorized help in an 
academic exercise. This includes unapproved collaboration, which occurs when a student works with others on 
an academic exercise without the express permission of the professor.   
 
Fabrication. The intentional use of information that the author has invented when stating or implying otherwise, 
or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive. Examples include, citing information 
not taken from the source indicated; listing sources in a reference not used in the academic exercise; inventing 
data or source information for research or other academic exercise. 
 
Facilitation. Helping or attempting to help another to violate a provision of the institutional code of academic 
misconduct. Examples include, but are not limited to: 
 

a) letting another individual copy your homework, test answer, etc.; 
b) giving your assignment, paper, homework, etc. to another student for any reason without 

permission of the instructor; 
c) giving test questions to another individual that has not yet taken the exam. 
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To be clear: going online and taking information without proper citations, copying parts of other student’s 
work, creating information for the purposes of making your paper seem more official, or anything involving 
taking someone else’s thoughts or ideas without proper attribution is academic misconduct. If you work 
together on an assignment when it is not allowed, it is academic misconduct. If you hand in a paper (or part 
of a paper) to more than one class, it is academic misconduct. If you have a question about an assignment, 
please come see me to clarify. Any student suspected of committing academic misconduct will be required to 
meet with me to discuss the situation. I do not allow any “do overs.” All cases of academic misconduct will be 
reported to the Office of Academic Affairs for violating the academic honesty requirements in the student 
handbook. Penalties include a zero on the assignment, a zero in the course, and/or expulsion from the 
university. Remember – ignorance is NOT a defense.   
 
 

Course Requirements and Assessment 
 
1 - 10% for class attendance, participation, and general engagement.  
 
This includes class attendance, participation, and general engagement. Students are expected to come prepared 
to discuss the assigned readings at each class session in a thoughtful and lively manner. Attendance is only a 
necessary pre-condition for participation, not a measure of it. The participation grade is based not only on 
attendance but, more importantly, on preparation and engagement of material for class discussions as evidenced 
by asking questions and active participation in class discussions.    
 

 
2 – 50% for Position Papers (10 x 5% each) 
 
On ten occasions you will be asked to prepare a short (400-500 words) response to the week’s readings. You 
should write down your scholarly thoughts and reactions upon reading the assigned texts. Each position paper 
should respond to a key idea from that week’s readings. The idea should be clearly identified at the top of the 
page. The emphasis here is on creativity and effort. The best position papers will be those which take up the 
task of critical inquiry, show insight, and ‘think outside the box’. This means that your position papers should 
reflect what you think about the readings, now what you think I want to hear.  
 
The position paper should not be a summary of the articles/arguments, although some summary may be 
required in order to make your point. Try to be insightful and creative; strive to think of something of which 
no one else in your group will have thought. You are not required to use any secondary sources for this 
assignment although you may if you desire. All sources should be cited appropriately. These responses will be 
used to begin discussion within your groups. If you miss class, have not read the text, cannot hand in the 
position paper, or do not load it to D2L, you will not receive a grade for that week. Position papers will not be 
accepted late. 
 
Position papers will be graded and handed back quickly, so you should quickly get an idea of how well you are 
doing with them. Position Paper Assignment Guidelines are posted on D2L. 
 

 
3 – 20% for Debates (2 x 10%) 
 
Debates are also an important part of the class format. Depending on the number of students in the class, each 
group should participate in debate twice during the semester. Motions and ‘sides’ – ‘for’ the motion and ‘against’ 
the motion – will be assigned. The debate structure is carefully laid out in the Debate Assignment Guidelines 
document posted on D2L. Please consult it before beginning. 
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The debate requires that you do two things: 1) prepare a debate document and 2) participate in an oral debate. 
Your debate grade, then, combines your written debate document as well as your performance during the oral 
debate. The debate document should be 5-6 pages in length and should lay out in detail that argument that you 
wish to make with respect to the debate motion. It should be structured like an essay, with a clear thesis, an 
introduction and a conclusion. You are expected to cite at least 5 class readings. Outside research may be 
helpful, but it is not mandatory. 
 
The debate document will be evaluated following the same rubric used for the Position Papers (please see the 
Position Paper Assignment Guidelines on D2L for criteria.  
 
The oral debate will likely be based on your written document, but this does not mean that you can simply read 
your document and call it a debate. Teams that choose this strategy will not do well. The choice of presentation 
strategy is up to you. Some groups may want to use handouts, others may want technological aids. This is your 
choice. There is no guarantee that these strategies will lead to success – there are plenty of terrible PowerPoint 
presentations out there – and I do not expect each group to present in the same way. Don’t feel obliged to use 
a handout just because last week’s group used a handout, for example. 
 
The division of labour within the group is also up to you. One student may wish to speak the whole time, or 
you may choose to alternate (there should be only one speaker per speaking interval). All team members must 
be present to receive marks. Debate marks will be shared by all group members. 
 

 
4 – 20% for Final Exam  
 
The exam will take place during the MTSU Exam period on Monday, April 30 (12:30pm - 2:30 pm). 
 
 

Grading Scale 
 

A  90% or above  C+  73% to 76%   D+  59% to 62%  

B+  86% to 89%   C  68% to 72%   D  54% to 58%  

B  81% to 85%   C-  63% to 67%   D-  50% to 53%  

B-  77% to 80%       F  49% or below 
 
 

Schedule and Readings 
 
Knowledge is generated, rather than received. The format of this course may be unconventional and 
uncomfortable compared to other classes you’ve taken at MTSU. If so, I am accomplishing my goal. This class 
is based on the premise that education is about unleashing creative potential, not conforming to pre-assembled 
facts, arguments, and ideas. In this class you will be expected to be equal participants along with your professor, 
the teaching assistant, other students, and the assigned readings in setting the learning agenda. 
 
Keep this syllabus handy. For this class it is essential that you complete all of the readings on time and come to 
class prepared to discuss them. Fewer pages than normal have been assigned in order to ensure you have time 
to complete the readings; ethnographic films will supplement your comprehension of given topics. On ten 
occasions you will be expected to bring a Position Paper to class outlining your critical reflection of the week’s 
assigned readings (see assignment guidelines above and on D2L). These papers will serve as the basis of the 
class discussion: first in small groups and later with the entire class. These position papers are in integral part 
of the course as they both direct the class discussion and provide an introduction to your group members on a 
personal and intellectual level.  
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From this class you should expect to gain theoretical insights in the human condition, comparative data relevant 
to ritual and rites of passage as a topic of study, and new strategies to think about the social construction of 
education, its ideological formation, and your role within it.  
 
 
 

UNIT 1 – INTRODUCING RITES OF PASSAGE AND RITUAL STUDIES 
KEY CONCEPTS – PERFORMANCE, PLACE, PERSON  

 
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 – SYLLABUS: WHAT IS RITUAL? 

 Benedict Anderson (1991) “Introduction,” pp.1-9 in Imagined Communities. New York: Verso. 

 Craig Martin (2014) “Studying Religion: Laying the Groundwork,” pp.1-18 in A Critical Introduction to 
the Study of Religion. Sheffield: Equinox. 

 
Monday, January 22, 2018 – PERFORMANCE I 

 Ron Grimes (2002) “Introduction,” pp. 2-13 in Deeply into the Bone: Reinventing Rites of Passage. Berkeley: 
University of California Press.  
 

Wednesday, January 24, 2018 – PERFORMANCE II              PP1 

 Catherine Bell (1998) “Performance,” pp. 205-224 in Mark C. Taylor (ed.), Critical Terms for Religious 
Studies. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (D2L) 

 John MacAloon (1984) “Olympic Games and the Theory of Spectacle in Modern Societies,” pp. 378-
392 in Ronald Grimes (ed.), Readings in Ritual Studies. Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall. (D2L) 

 
Monday, January 29, 2018 – PLACE I 

 Jonathan Z. Smith (1987) “To Take Place,” pp. 96-117 in To Take Place: Toward Theory in Ritual. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. (D2L) 

 Film [WATCH BEFORE CLASS]: “The Devil’s Playground,” dir. Lucy Walker (2002)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0h4nRYZ8d0 [1h16 mins] 
 

Wednesday, January 31, 2018 – PLACE II              PP2 

 Arnold Van Gennep (1960 [1908]) “The Classification of Rites,” pp. 1-13 and “The Territorial 
Passage,” pp.15-25 in The Rites of Passage. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (D2L) 

 Victor Turner (2010 [1964]) “Betwixt and Between: The Liminal Period in Rites de Passage,” pp. 91-
100 in David Hicks (ed.), Ritual and Belief: Readings in the Anthropology of Religion. New York: Altamira 
Press. (D2L) 

 
Monday, February 5, 2018 – PERSON I 

 David Harvey (2000) “The Body as an Accumulation Strategy,” pp. 97-116 in Spaces of Hope. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. (D2L) 

 Film (in class): Guardian of Flutes (51 mins) 
 
Wednesday, February 7, 2018 – PERSON II              PP3 

 Catherine Bell (1992) “The Ritual Body,” pp. 94-117 in Ritual Theory, Ritual Practice. New York: Oxford 
University Press. (D2L) 

 Marcel Mauss (1973 [1935]) “Techniques of the Body,” Economy and Society 2: 70-88. (D2L) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0h4nRYZ8d0
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UNIT 2 – RITUALS FOR [PRE/POST] REPRODUCTION, PREGNANCY, AND BIRTHING  
 
Monday, February 12, 2018 

 Grimes, pp. 16-59 

 Film (in class): “El Sebou – Egyptian Birth Ritual,” dir. Fadwa El Guindi (1986)  
http://mtsu.kanopystreaming.com/video/el-sebou-egyptian-birth-ritual-1986 [27 mins] 
 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018               PP4 

 David Kertzer (1988) “Power of Rites,” pp. 1-14 in Ritual, Politics, and Power. New Haven: Yale 
University Press. (D2L) 

 Michel Foucault (2003) “Society Must Be Defended, March 17, 1976,” pp. 239-264 in Society Must Be 
Defended: Lectures at the College de France, 1975-76. New York: Picador. (D2L) 

 
Monday, February 19, 2018 

 Grimes, pp. 59-85; 310-320 

 Debate #1 – Groups A and B 
o Are rituals first and foremost about individuals or communities? 

 
Wednesday, February 21, 2018 

 Robbie Davis-Floyd (1996) “Ritual in the Hospital: Giving Birth the American Way,” pp. 146-158 
in Ronald Grimes (ed.), Readings in Ritual Studies. Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall. 

 Film (in class): “Under Wraps,” dir. Teresa MacInnes (1998)  
https://www.nfb.ca/film/under_wraps/ [56 mins] 

 
Monday, February 26, 2018 

 Elizabeth Harrison (2005 [1998]) “I Can Only Move my Feet Towards mizuko kuyō: Memorial Services 
for Dead Children in Japan,” pp. 127-129 in Arthur Lehmann, Pamela Moro and James Myers (eds.), 
Magic, Witchcraft and Religion: An Anthropological Study of the Supernatural, 6/e. New York: McGraw Hill. 
(D2L) 

 Debate #2 – Groups C and D 
o Are reproductive and birth rituals primarily about women or men? 

 
Wednesday, February 28, 2018 

 TBA 
 

Spring Break – March 5-10, 2018 – Enjoy! 
 
 

UNIT 3 – COMING OF AGE, COMING OUT, AND COMING TOGETHER 
 
Monday, March 12, 2018 

 Grimes, pp. 88-107; 286-299 

 Film (in class): “A Rite of Passage - !Kung Manhood ritual,” dir. John Marshall (1992)  
http://mtsu.kanopystreaming.com/video/kung-short-films-series [15 mins] 

 Film (in class): “Inside a Gang Initiation with the Silent Murder Crips,” dir. James Burns, Vice (2017) 
https://video.vice.com/en_ca/show/rites-of-passage [17 mins] 

 
  

http://mtsu.kanopystreaming.com/video/el-sebou-egyptian-birth-ritual-1986
https://www.nfb.ca/film/under_wraps/
http://mtsu.kanopystreaming.com/video/kung-short-films-series
https://video.vice.com/en_ca/show/rites-of-passage
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Wednesday, March 14, 2018               PP5 

 Bruce Lincoln (1991) “Afterward: Rethinking Rituals of Women’s Initiation,” pp. 110-119 in Emerging 
from the Chrysalis: Rituals of Women’s Initiation. New York: Oxford University Press. (D2L) 

 Daniel Gordon (2005 [1991]) “Female Circumcision in Egypt and Sudan: A Controversial Rite of 
Passage,” pp. 101-108 in Arthur Lehmann, Pamela Moro and James Myers (eds.), Magic, Witchcraft and 
Religion: An Anthropological Study of the Supernatural, 6/e. New York: McGraw Hill.   (D2L) 

 
Monday, March 19, 2018 

 Grimes, pp. 107-125 

 Debate #3 – Groups E and F 
o Should scholars of religion adopt a neutral stance when it comes to activities that are 

interpreted as abusive or oppressive from a Western perspective? 
 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018                 PP6 

 Balázs Boross and Stijn Reijnders (2015) “Coming out with the Media: The Ritualization of Self-
disclosure in the Dutch Television Programme Uit de Kast.” European Journal of Cultural Studies 18(3): 
245-264. (D2L) 

 Film (in class): “The Purity Pledge and America's Modern Virginity Movement,” dir. Jane Treays, 
Cutting Edge (2014) http://documentaryheaven.com/the-virgin-daughters/ [48 mins] 

 
Monday, March 26, 2018 

 Grimes, pp. 125-144 

 Debate #4 – Groups A and D 
o Is the tripartite model (separation, liminality, and incorporation) the best way to describe Rites 

of Passage? 
 
Wednesday, March 28, 2018                

 TBA 
 
 

UNIT 4 – MARRIAGE, COVENANTS, AND DIVORCE  
THE CONSTRUCTION AND DECONSTRUCTION OF KINSHIP TIES 

 
Monday, April 2, 2018 

 Grimes, pp. 152-172; 320-323. 

 Film (in class): “Painted Bride,” dir. Susan Slyomovics (1990)  

 http://www.folkstreams.net/film-detail.php?id=69 [24 mins] 
 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018               PP7 

 J. L. Austin (1962) “Lecture 1” and “Lecture 2,” pp. 1-24 in How to do things with Words. New York: 
Oxford University Press. (D2L) 

 Adam Isaiah Green (2010) “Queer Unions: Same-sex Spouses Marrying Tradition and Innovation.” 
Canadian Journal of Sociology/Cahiers canadiens de sociologie 35(3): 399-436. (D2L) 

 
Monday, April 9, 2018 

 Grimes, pp. 172-214; 299-302. 

 Debate #4 Groups B and E 
o Can there be a religion without words? 

 
 

http://documentaryheaven.com/the-virgin-daughters/
http://www.folkstreams.net/film-detail.php?id=69
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Wednesday, April 11, 2018               PP8 

 Pierre Bourdieu (1991) “Authorized Language,” pp. 107-116 in Language and Symbolic Power. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. (D2L) 

 Monica Wilson (1972) “The Wedding Cakes: A Study of Ritual Change,” pp. 187-201 in J.S. 
LaFountaine (ed.), The Interpretation of Ritual: Essays in Honour of A. I. Richards. London: Tavistock 
Publications. (D2L) 

 
 

UNIT 5 – DEATH, DYING, LIVING WITH THE DEAD AND THE LIVING DEAD 
 
Monday, April 16, 2018 

 Grimes, pp. 218-252. 

 Film (in class): “Number Our Days,” dir. Lynne Littman and Barbara G; Myerhoff  (1977) 
https://archive.org/details/numberourdays_201701 [30 mins] 

 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018               PP9 

 Barbara Myerhoff (1984) “Death in Due Time: Construction of Self and Culture in Ritual Drama,” pp. 
149-178 in John J. MacAloon (ed.), Rite, Drama, Festival, Spectacle: Rehearsals toward a Theory of Cultural 
Performance. Philadelphia: Institute for the Study of Human Issues. (D2L) 

 Stephen Prothero (1997) “Lived Religion and the Dead: The Cremation Movement in Gilded Age 
America,” pp. 92-115 in David D. Hall (ed.), Lived Religion in America: Toward a History of Practice. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

 
Monday, April 23, 2018 

 Grimes, pp. 252-282. 

 Debate #5 – Groups F and C 
o Is ‘death’ a religious phenomenon? Who gets to define death: science or religion? 

 
Wednesday, April 25, 2018             PP10 

 Walter Burkert (1996 [1983]) “The Function and Transformation of Ritual Killing,” pp. 62-71 in 
Ronald Grimes (ed.), Readings in Ritual Studies. Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall. (D2L) 

 Melanie Wallendorf and Eric J. Arnould (1991) “Consumption Rituals of Thanksgiving Day.” Journal 
of Consumer Research 18: 13-31. (D2L) 

 
 
Exam: Monday, April 30 (12:30pm - 2:30 pm) 
 
 

https://archive.org/details/numberourdays_201701

