
WGST 2100-D01: Introduction to Women's Studies 

Fall 2017 

3 Credit Hours 
 

 

Instructor Information 
 

Instructor: Dr. Rebekka King 

Office Location: 304B James Union Building 

Office Phone: 615.494.8987 

Email Address: D2L email only 

 

Office Hours:  

 

I am primarily available through D2L email. During the work week (Monday-Friday) I check my D2L 

email once a day and will respond within 48 hours to emails. If you do not hear from me within 48 hours, 

email me again as this is indication that your email was not received. If I need to depart from this schedule, 

I will let you know by D2L announcement. 

 

I also hold regular office hours on campus from 1pm-2:30pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. You may also 

email me to set up an appointment time to meet in person or via telephone or Skype. 

 

 

Course Information 
 

Course Description: 

 

Women’s Studies 2100 is an introductory course designed to explore a variety of issues and disciplinary 

approaches to the study of women and gender from a feminist perspective, particularly focusing on ways 

gender is socially constructed. While gender has figured centrally in shaping human experience throughout 

human history and in all cultures, this course will focus primarily on women’s issues in the modern (post-

1800) American world, with some attention to global issues. We will explore how gender intersects with 

class, ethnicity, religion, age, and other aspects of self-hood and community to shape experience. In addition 

to reading from assigned texts, we will also examine representations of women and their conditions in other 

media such as television, movies, print, and on the web.  

 

Course Objectives: 

 

As a member of this learning community, the successful student will: 

 

 Identify important work and the people involved in improving the condition of women. 

 Identify important contributions of women’s studies in improving women's lives. 

 Discuss the ways women’s studies have led to revision of cultural assumptions and practices. 

 Discuss how age, ethnicity, race, and other differences impact women’s experiences. 

 Discuss problems facing women worldwide and attempts to resolve these. 

 Develop concepts and a vocabulary of terms with which to analyze and discuss women’s issues. 

 Discuss major ideas that we encounter in our studies and apply them to our lived experiences. 

 Participate in discussions based on assigned and other readings. 

 Write about the texts and other materials that we study. 
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Prerequisites: 

 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 

 

Specific Course Requirements and Required Competencies: 

 

Students in this course should possess the following skills and competencies: 

 

 Close reading for comprehension. 

 Ability to summarize and paraphrase texts. 

 Critical thinking skills such as questioning and analyzing. 

 Conventions of standard written English, including basic grammar, usage, spelling, mechanics, 

punctuation, and stylistic elements of writing Please use the free University Writing Center and 

tutoring help if you have any problems in this area: http://www.mtsu.edu/uwc/ (also linked on the 

Content page). We do not address these issues in class and you will not be successful if your skills 

are not at university level. 

 Word processing, including creating, saving, and revising documents, and managing documents 

and files. 

 Online computer tasks such as logging on to MTSU Pipeline, D2L, and the internet, sending email, 

and attaching files. 

 

 

Textbooks and Supplementary Materials 

 
Required Textbooks: 

 

1) Susan M. Shaw and Janet Lee (eds). Women's Voices, Feminist Visions, 6th edition, McGraw-Hill, 

ISBN:0078027004 / 9780078027000 

 

 McGraw-Hill website and purchase information:  

http://shop.mheducation.com/mhshop/productDetails?isbn=0078027004).  

 Required textbooks may also be ordered online at Phillips Bookstore. 

 

2) Television series (selected from a list of options) – requires access to online streaming service (such as 

Netflix, Hulu, or Amazon video) 

 

 

Assessment and Grading 

 
In this course you have assignments due every week. Please review your syllabus and assignment calendar 

(located in the Course Resources module). You must submit all of your assignments to the course Dropbox, 

assignments will not be accepted via email. All assignments which are submitted on time will be graded 

within two weeks of the assignment deadline. 

 

Grading Procedure: 

 

All assignments are graded on a percentage scale out of 100 percent. Each assignment is described below 

and detailed assignment guidelines and rubrics are included in the Assignment Guidelines module on D2L.   

 

 

http://www.mtsu.edu/uwc/
ISBN:0078027004
http://shop.mheducation.com/mhshop/productDetails?isbn=0078027004
http://www.bkstr.com/middletennesseestatestore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials
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Grading Scale: 

 

Table 1 - Grading Scale 

 

Percentage 

 

Letter Grade 

90% or above A 

86% to 89% B+ 

81% to 85% B 

77% to 80% B- 

73% to 76% C+ 

68% to 72% C 

63% to 67% C- 

59% to 62% D+ 

54% to 58% D 

50% to 53% D- 

49% or below F 

 

Grade Appeals: 

 

I post grades on D2L throughout the semester so that you will know where you stand at all times. You are 

welcome to discuss your grades with me a minimum of 24 hours after you have received work back. Please 

note that I put great effort into grading fairly and consistently. Mistakes in calculation do happen, but 

generally speaking, I take pride in grading well. This means that you must consider very carefully any urge 

you have to seek to change a grade. Do not think that "it never hurts to ask," as in this case, your request is, 

in fact, an affront to my academic integrity. If, however, you feel that a genuine mistake has been made or 

you wish an explanation for a grade you have received, you are always welcome to make an appointment 

to speak with me or drop by my office hours. In the case of a grade appeal, you are responsible for producing 

all your work, so please keep all grade materials at least until you get your final grade. 

 

Assignments 
 

Remember, in this course you have assignments due every week. Please read the following section which 

describes your assignments and their parameters very closely.  

 

1) Bonus Introductory Assignment and Online Readiness Assessment (bonus marks worth up to 3%) 

 

Submit as Discussion Board Post and D2L Dropbox and D2L Email by 4pm on Friday, September 1st 

This assignment is composed of two parts and is designed to accomplish a few tasks: 

 
1. to familiarize yourself with the process that we will be using during the course to write and post assignments; 

2. to introduce ourselves to each other; 

3. to help you identify your own knowledge and attitudes coming into the course so that you can measure if/how 

they change during the course. 

 

See Week One Assignment tab. This assignment must be submitted by the end of Week 1. 

 

Note: Additional Bonus Assignments will be made available throughout the term (you can earn a maximum 

of 10 percent in Bonus points). Check the Announcements section of the course home page for details. 
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Chapter Assignments - Discussion Board Posts (60% -- 13 x 5% each; lowest grade is dropped) 

 

The Discussion Board is where a lot of your learning will 'take place' and you should consider it the 

equivalent of a classroom. Here you will be responsible not only for your own learning experience but will 

contribute to that of the other members of your class. Since the purpose of this assignment is to gauge 

whether students have completed and comprehended the assigned texts, there will be no extensions or extra 

credit opportunities for these assignment.  

 

Part I - Discussion Board Posts 

 

Submit to Discussion Board and Dropbox every Monday by 8am. 

 

Each week you will be asked to complete an assignment that draws on the materials covered in the textbook 

and to consider their implications to our contemporary social worlds. Assignments should be submitted to 

the D2L Dropbox and also posted under the appropriate Discussion Board thread. 

 

Note: I will evaluate them via Dropbox, it is very important that you submit all assignments to Dropbox as 

well as to the Discussion Boards. 

 

Part II - Discussion Board Responses 

 

Most weeks you will also be asked to respond to other students' Discussion Board posts (submit via 

Discussion Boards only). 

 

Students will respond to posts by their classmates (see Assignment Guidelines each week for number of 

responses and length). The aim of this exercise is to promote an atmosphere of intellectual collegiality and 

to encourage students to articulate a scholarly perspective on the subject matter. With this in mind, students 

will be evaluated not only on their particular responses but also on their willingness to engage with and 

offer insight to the ideas suggested by their classmates. 

 

Netflix and Think (25% -- 10% for Discussion Board posts; 15% for paper)  

 

At the beginning of the term you will sign up to be part of a smaller discussion group (4-5 students) viewing 

one of the assigned Netflix and Think television series. In your small groups you will discuss the television 

series in relation to the textbook readings through discussion board posts. Your final assignment will draw 

from these discussions.  

 

The options available are: 

 

 The Handmaiden's Tale (Hulu) 

 Dear White People (Netflix) 

 13 Reasons Why (Netflix) 

 The Bold Type (Freeform) 

 Girlboss (Netflix) 

 Glow (Netflix) 

 

Please Note: the content of these television series may include explicit language and scenes of a violent and 

sexual nature which some people may find offensive. The directors and producers of these series have 

included such footage as a reflection of their own artistic expression and social commentary. In respect to 

their vision, we will not be censuring their content or our discussions of it. I have chosen these shows 

because they speak to contemporary issues related to gender, sexuality, and identity. Some of these shows 
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might be difficult for certain students to watch. Under no circumstances do I want you to put yourself in a 

position where you experience extreme discomfort based on the content or plot-line of a particular show or 

feel pressured into viewing things that violate your principles. You are expected to research each of these 

shows and choose a series that you will be able to view and discuss in full. The decision to remain in the 

course is indicative of your willingness to watch your selected series and your understanding that you will 

not be offered any alternative options.  

 

There are two components to this assignment which will be considered together for your evaluation/grade 

on each piece. 

 

Part I - Discussion Board Posts (10%  -- 5 x 2% each) 

 

Submit to Discussion Board - see Assignment Guidelines/Course Calendar for due dates. 

 

Every few weeks you will be asked to offer a brief reflection on what themes relevant to the course you see 

reflected in the readings. In some cases you will find that the television series exemplifies the theories, 

themes, and toics we are looking at and other times you will use the theories, themes, and topics to offer a 

critique of the television series (both are correct and worthwhile). You can take a less formal approach to 

these posts: my hope is that you will find that discussion flows freely within your group (feel free to post 

regularly, not just when assignments are due). You should aim to respond to each other's posts and build a 

conversation together. 

 

See Netflix and Think Assignment Guidelines for further details. 

 

Part II - Paper (15%) 

 

Submit to D2L Dropbox by 8am on Friday, December 8th. 

 

A paper that relates the material from the course to your selected television series (1000-1500 words, 

double-spaced, conventional fonts, margins, and citations). To meet the minimum requirements for this 

paper, your essay should incorporate at least three sources from the textbook. A strong paper will offer a 

scholarly analysis of the series by narrowing in and presenting an argument on a specific topic relevant to 

the course--you will not do well if you merely offer a description or review of the show and/or personal 

opinion. 

 

See Netflix and Think Assignment Guidelines for a list of suggested topics and further details. 

 

Final Assignment Essay Exam (15%) 

 

The Final Assignment Essay Exam will be posted at 8am on Wednesday, December 6th. It will be due to 

Dropbox by 8am on Thursday, December 14th. You will be asked to think comprehensively about 

predominant themes and arguments from within the course. Successful exams will work to synthesize 

material, apply concepts, and show understanding of topics covered throughout the course.  
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Class Participation 
 

Course Expectations: 

 

Student participation is required in all interactive aspects of the course. For example, students must: 

 

 communicate with the instructor as a learning resource; 

 check the course bulletin board frequently for announcements; 

 actively participate in threaded discussion events; 

 complete all assigned readings and listen to posted lectures; 

 complete weekly assignments on time and in the correct format.    

 

Punctuality: 

 

Be sure to review the syllabus and the course assignment calendar in the Course Documents section of D2L.  

 

In many cases, there is more than one assignment due in a given week. Each assignment has its own 

parameters concerning late submissions (see above and the Assignment Guidelines). For those assignments 

that are not permitted to be late, I will close the Dropbox and Discussion Board posts immediately. Unless 

you submit immediate documentation of a university approved extended absence (such as a documented 

illness which kept you away from your computer for the entire week of the assignment) I will not accept 

late work. There are a few extra credit opportunities that may help you make up for missed assignments but 

you should plan your time accordingly as you will be responsible to know the material in the chapters for 

the final exam and the Netflix and Think paper. 

 

Please work ahead and pay attention to deadlines. Contact me if you have questions. These policies are 

designed with your academic success in mind and so that all students receive equal treatment regarding 

their grades. 

 

In Case of Technical Difficulties: If you experience problems with D2L, call the D2L Help Desk 

immediately at 615.898.5345. Please note: your own technical difficulties are not acceptable excuses for 

late work. Do not wait until the last minute to complete and turn in assignments. You should make sure that 

you have an alternative computer and internet sources in case of computer or connectivity problems on your 

end. If the D2L system is experiencing difficulties, I will be notified by the university and will send an 

announcement via your MTSU webmail with instructions concerning an alternative way of submitting your 

assignments. Please do not email me your assignments without explicit instructions from me to do so. 

 

Attendance: 

 

MTSU Administration requires that instructors complete an attendance report for each course each 

semester. Regular class attendance is required and will be monitored by: the D2L system report; 

participation in the discussion board; and timely submission of course assignments. If several class 

assignment submissions are missing, your attendance will be reported as “no longer attending.” 

 

The course is structured to require your online participation at least once per week. If you have not posted 

an assignment or other posting within a two week period, please email me to let me know that you intend 

to remain in the course. 
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Announcements regarding the course will be posted in the Announcements section of the course homepage. 

If a matter is particularly pressing, I will send an email. It is important that you check your email daily for 

updates and changes. 

 

 

Communication Guidelines 
 

Email: 

 

 Per the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), all course communication will be 

conducted using D2L email. Faculty will not respond to student emails via a non-institutional 

assigned email account. After the term, please communicate via your MTSU assigned MTMAIL 

account. 

 

Email Netiquette: 

 

 Always include a subject line. 

 Remember that without facial expressions some comments may be misinterpreted. 

 Choose your words carefully when writing your emails. 

 Use of emoticons might be helpful in some cases. 

 Use standard fonts. 

 Do not send large attachments without permission. 

 Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc. should be avoided unless 

necessary to complete an assignment or other communication. 

 Respect the privacy of other class members. 

 

Faculty Feedback: 

 

 I will respond to email Monday-Friday within 48 hours, if you do not hear from me within 48 hours, 

email me again. If I need to depart from this schedule I will let you know by D2L 

announcements/email. 

 Assignments submitted on time will be returned within a two week period. 

 

Discussion Groups: 

 

 Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. 

 Be a lurker then a discussant. 

 Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather starting a new topic. 

 Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion group. 

 Be respectful of other's ideas. 

 Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before entering your 

remarks. 

 Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks. 

 Be positive and constructive in group discussions. 

 Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner. 

 

Chat: 

 

 Introduce yourself to the other learners in the chat session. 

 Be polite. Choose your words carefully. 

 Do not use derogatory statements. 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
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 Be concise in responding to others in the chat session. 

 Be prepared to open the chat session at the scheduled time. 

 Be constructive in your comments and suggestion 

 Rules of Behavior on the Internet By M.D. Roblyer|A. H. Doering — Pearson Allyn Bacon Prentice 

Hall-Updated on Jul 24, 2013 

 

 

Academic Misconduct 
 

The use of a third party to submit a student's work is only allowed when accommodations are approved by 

the Disabled Student Services Office. Students found to be in violation of this policy will be reported to the 

faculty member and Dean of Student Affairs. 

 

Students should be familiar with the "MTSU Students Rights and Responsibilities" handbook which 

outlines academic misconduct including plagiarism, cheating, fabricating or facilitating any such act. The 

Handbook also provides a statement of community standards of civil behavior and code of computer use. 

Middle Tennessee State University takes a strong stance against academic misconduct. Academic 

Misconduct includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, and fabrication. 

 

Academic Misconduct: Plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, or facilitating any such act. For purposes of this 

section, the following definitions apply. 

 

Plagiarism: The adoption or reproduction of ideas, words, statements, images, or works of another person 

as one’s own without proper acknowledgment. This includes self-plagiarism, which occurs when an author 

submits material or research from a previous academic exercise to satisfy the requirements of another 

exercise and uses it without proper citation of its reuse. By placing one’s name on work submitted for credit, 

the student certifies the originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. 

On written assignments, if verbatim statements are included, the statements must be enclosed by quotation 

marks or set off from regular text as indented extracts. A student can avoid being charged with plagiarism 

by acknowledging sources used. Sources must be acknowledged whenever: 

 

1. one quotes another person’s actual words or replicates all or part of another’s product; 

2. one uses another person’s ideas, opinions, work, data, or theories, even if they are completely 

paraphrased in one’s own words; 

3. one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative materials – unless the information is common 

knowledge. 

 

Unauthorized collaboration with others on papers or projects can inadvertently lead to a charge of 

plagiarism. If in doubt, consult your instructor in advance. In addition, it is considered to be plagiarism 

when you submit as your own any academic exercise (for example, written work) prepared totally or in part 

by another. 

 

Plagiarism also includes submitting work in which portions were substantially produced by someone acting 

as a tutor or editor. 

 

Cheating: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in an academic 

exercise. The term academic exercise includes all forms of work submitted for credit or hours. Cheating is 

an act of deception by which a student misrepresents or misleadingly demonstrates that he or she has 

mastered information on an academic exercise that he or she has not mastered, including the giving or 

receiving of unauthorized help in an academic exercise. This includes unapproved collaboration, which 

http://www.education.com/reference/article/netiquette-rules-behavior-internet/
http://www.mtsu.edu/stuaff/PDF/handbook.pdf
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occurs when a student works with others on an academic exercise without the express permission of the 

professor. 

 

Fabrication: The intentional use of information that the author has invented when he or she states or implies 

otherwise, or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive. Examples include, 

citing information not taken from the source indicated; listing sources in a reference not used in the 

academic exercise; inventing data or source information for research or other academic exercise. 

 

Facilitation: Helping or attempting to help another to violate a provision of the institutional code of 

academic misconduct. Examples include, but are not limited to: 

 

1. letting another individual copy your homework, test answer, etc.; 

2. giving your assignment, paper, homework, etc. to another student for any reason without 

permission of the instructor; 

3. giving test questions to another individual that has not yet taken the exam. 

 

To be clear: going online and taking information without proper citations, copying parts of other student’s 

work, creating information for the purposes of making your paper seem more official, or anything involving 

taking someone else’s thoughts or ideas without proper attribution is academic misconduct. If you work 

together on an assignment when it is not allowed, it is academic misconduct. If you hand in a paper (or 

part of a paper) to more than one class, it is academic misconduct. If you have a question about an 

assignment, please come see me to clarify. Any student suspected of committing academic misconduct will 

be required to meet with me to discuss the situation. I do not allow any "do overs." All cases of academic 

misconduct will be reported to the Office of Academic Affairs for violating the academic honesty 

requirements in the student handbook. Academic misconduct could result in a zero on the assignment, a 

zero in the course, or expulsion from the University. Remember – ignorance is NOT a defense. 

 

 

Student Resources 
 

Frequently Used Student Resources  

 

Technical Support: 

 

Students who experience problems logging into their course, timing out of their course, using the course 

web site tools or experience other technical problems, should be encouraged to contact the MTSU Help 

Desk online (24/7) or at 1-615/898-5345. 

 

Students with Disabilities: 

 

Middle Tennessee State University is committed to campus access in accordance with Title II of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Any student 

interested in reasonable accommodations can consult the Disability & Access Center (DAC) website and/or 

contact the DAC for assistance at 615-898-2783 or dacemail@mtsu.edu. 

 

Options for Veterans: 

 

MTSU is nationally recognized as a Veteran Friendly Campus. I understand that veterans and family 

members returning to school constitute a unique demographic and it is my goal to treat veterans fairly and 

with respect in this course. I also strongly encourage veterans to utilize the facilities, faculty, and staff at 

MTSU to help ensure academic success. Some of the services offered to veterans include Veterans and 

http://www.mtsu.edu/university-college/forms.php
http://www.mtsu.edu/itdcommunications/helpdesk/index.php
http://www.mtsu.edu/itdcommunications/helpdesk/index.php
http://www.mtsu.edu/dac/
mailto:dacemail@mtsu.edu
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Military Family Center in 1st Floor of the KUC - Suite 124, BRAVO (A veteran student organization), and 

the veteran faculty committee. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have specific needs or concerns. 

Note: Accommodations for service related injuries (temporary or permanent) are determined only by the 

Disability & Access Center (see above). Again, if you need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

MTSU Tutoring: 

 

Free tutoring is available in study skills, learning strategies and several courses such as biology, physics, 

history, computer information systems, math, psychology, economics, recording industry, and many more. 

The central location for tutoring is the Tutoring Spot, located in Walker Library.  For available tutoring 

opportunities, including days, times, and location, visit: http://mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/tutoring.php#on 

 

You are encouraged to take advantage of this free service. 

 

Hope (Lottery) Scholarship Information: 

 

Do you have a lottery scholarship? To retain the Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship eligibility, you 

must earn a cumulative TELS GPA of 2.75 after 24 and 48 attempted hours and a cumulative TELS GPA 

of 3.0 thereafter.  A grade of C, D, F, FA, or I in this class may negatively impact TELS eligibility.  

If you drop this class, withdraw, or if you stop attending this class you may lose eligibility for your lottery 

scholarship, and you may not be able to regain eligibility at a later time. 

 

For additional Lottery rules, please refer to your Lottery Statement of Understanding form or contact your 

MT One Stop Enrollment Counselor. 

 

 

The True Blue Pledge 
 

I am True Blue As a member of this diverse community, I am a valuable contributor to its progress and 

success. I am engaged in the life of this community. I am a recipient and a giver. I am a listener and a 

speaker. I am honest in word and deed. I am committed to reason, not violence. I am a learner now and 

forever. I am a BLUE RAIDER. True Blue! 

 

 

Revised July 10, 2017 

Distance Education Faculty Services Office 

Distance Education and Non-traditional Programs Department 

University College 

 

http://mtsu.edu/studentsuccess/tutoring.php#on
http://www.mtsu.edu/financial-aid/forms/LOTFOD.pdf
http://www.mtsu.edu/one-stop/counselor.php
http://www.mtsu.edu/trueblue/index.php

